EXCITING DOG AGILITY FESTIVAL LEAPS INTO RUTLAND
The Kennel Club International Agility Festival will take place at Rutland
Showground from 12th – 15th August 2021

This month will see The Kennel Club International Agility Festival, the world’s most
renowned agility festival for dogs and their owners, arrive at Rutland Showground,
taking place from 12th – 15th August 2021, supported by Skinner’s.
This year will be the sixteenth iteration of the event, but the first time that it will be held
in Rutland and promises to be an exciting and enjoyable four days where dogs of all
ages, sizes and breeds will try their paws at the competitive discipline of agility. Last
year’s International Agility Festival was sadly cancelled in the wake of the Covid-19
lockdown, so there are plenty of dog owners eager to reunite with their agility
community and to bring a competitive atmosphere to the local area. During the festival,
18 rings will be set up to host the competition, which will feature dogs of all agility
grades and sizes, with over 200 separate classes taking place.
The International Agility Festival will be held as a closed event, open to those who
have pre-booked in advance, and will be manned by 24-hour security to ensure the
health and safety of both the attendance, as well as the maintenance of the grounds
are the priority.
Vanessa McAlpine, Events Executive at The Kennel Club said: “The Kennel Club is
looking forward to finally welcoming back canine competitors to compete in this year’s
International Agility Festival, and we are honoured to be able to host it this year from
Rutland Showground.
“This is such a prestigious location to be able to hold such an anticipated event and
we know so many dog owners have really missed having their annual opportunity to
display the hard work they’ve dedicated to agility so we are so grateful to the wonderful
Rutland community for welcoming us to the area so that this can once again take
place.”

David Wood, the Chairman of the Rutland Agricultural Society, said: “The arrival of
visitors to the county will offer a welcome boost for local businesses in and around
Oakham and is another great way to put Rutland on the map for people who don’t
already know about our wonderful county. We have worked diligently with the Kennel
Club and local agencies to ensure that these closed events cause the minimum of
disruption to our neighbours around the showground.”
Rutland Agricultural Society and The Kennel Club are working closely with Rutland
County Council to implement detailed event plans and ensure minimum disruption to
local residents. Good traffic management will be a priority for the hosts and
organisers, supported by a team of site marshals and security staff who work
specifically to deliver the International Agility Festival and Young Kennel Club
Summer Camp each year.
Penny Sharp, Director for Places at Rutland County Council, said: “This is a
prestigious event and a great chance to showcase Rutland to an international
audience. The county already has a proud history of hosting world-renowned events,
such as the hugely popular Birdfair. The International Agility Festival won’t be on
quite the same scale, because it is strictly for competitors with no public attendance,
and will be much smaller than our own Rutland County Show, held each year.
Nevertheless, we are working with all parties involved in the planning and running of
these events to ensure everything goes smoothly.”
Peak traffic times around the International Agility Festival are expected to be on
Wednesday 11th August as competitors arrive for the event. There are no plans for
temporary road closures or traffic diversions around the event. However, drivers are
advised to allow extra time for journeys as roads around the Showground will be
busier at these peak times.
More information on The Kennel Club International Agility Festival can be found at
thekennelclub.org.uk/events-and-activities/agility/international-agility-festival/ or via
The Kennel Club’s dedicated Facebook page:
facebook.com/groups/agility.news.thekennelclubuk/
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The Kennel Club
The Kennel Club is the largest organisation in the UK devoted to dog health, welfare and training. Its
objective is to ensure that dogs live healthy, happy lives with responsible owners.
It runs the country’s largest registration database for both pedigree and crossbreed dogs and the Petlog
database, which is one of the UK’s biggest reunification service for microchipped animals. The Kennel
Club is accredited by UKAS to certify members of its Assured Breeders scheme, which is the only
scheme in the UK that monitors breeders in order to protect the welfare of puppies and breeding bitches.
It also runs the UK’s largest dog training programme, The Kennel Club Good Citizen Dog Training
Scheme and accredits dog trainers and behaviourists through The Kennel Club Accredited Instructors
scheme.
It licenses shows and clubs across a wide range of activities, which help dog owners to bond and enjoy
life with their dogs. The Kennel Club runs the world’s greatest dog show, Crufts, and the Discover Dogs
event at ExCeL London, which is a fun family day out that educates people about how to buy responsibly
and care for their dog.
The Kennel Club invests in welfare campaigns, dog training and education programmes and The Kennel
Club Charitable Trust, which supports research into dog diseases and dog welfare charities, including
The Kennel Club Breed Rescue organisations that re-home dogs throughout the UK. The Kennel Club
jointly runs health screening schemes with the British Veterinary Association.

